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COUNCIL OF EUROPE REPORT WARNS
ABOUT “CREATIONIST FUNDAMENTALISTS”

Friday ChurchNewsNotes,July 6, 2007, http://www.wayoflife.org : T
A recentreportdrawnup by the Councilof Europe whichis the continent'smain w
humanrightsbody,warnsstronglyof “creationisttundamentalistsandcallsthem . .

dangerous religious extremists who “could become a threat to human rights” ic?}%g;LJ:CCEPT
(“Secularist Europe Silences Pro-Lifers and CreationiBigj$ssels Journalune TENETS OF. gg@ﬁ&CE
23, 2007). The report claims that creationism “was for a long time an almost AND | VOTE

exclusively American phenomenon,” which is pure nonsense. There are coun
Christians throughout the world who believe the Bible's account of creation. T
. . “ L s el . - -
report identifies “creationist theories” with “all manner of fundamentalism and =
extremismsynonymousvith attacksof utmostvirulenceon humanrights.” The : ;,‘ N
1‘[?/

“extremism” this report should be worried about is the Islamic extremism that

to put all of European under the heel of Islamic law. There is no evidence thaf-, ;
?reatilomst&gveattackeohnyone'mumanrlghtsor injured anyo'ne.n anyway, but . council of Europe fears
jihadistMuslims havedoneall of that. The reportsaysthe creationisthavea peoplelike this woman from
“total rejectionof science, butin fact creationistsimply refuseto worship England who are go against

[ infallible, knowing how often it has proven itself to be wrong and the prevailing wisdom in
science a_s in a_ '_ ’ _g ) _ P : _ g rejecting Darwinian evolution.
changed its opinions. Creationists don't reject science; they reject “science falsely
socalled” (1 Timothy 6:20). The Councilof Europereportin questionwasto be votedon Monday,June25,
with the objective of banning creationist and intelligent design views from schools in Europe, but the resolutior
wassentbackto committeefor “further study.” Deputiesfrom eastEuropearcountrieswho votedagainst
approvingthereport,recalledwith no fondnesghat“Darwinian evolutionwasa favoritetheoryof their former
communist rulers.” The very fact that such a report could be written and given any serious consideration at al
demonstratethevery realdangerto freedomof speechandreligionin Europetoday.“O Timothy, keepthat
which is committedto thy trust,avoidingprofaneandvain babblings andoppositionof sciencdalsely so
called: Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee” (1 Timothy 6:20-21).

POPE CAL FOR'UNIMESA OWNRESHIRFOF GOOD

Friday ChurchNewsNotes,July 6, 2007, http://www.wayoflife.org
Since the late 19th century the Roman Catholic popes have been calling for the redistribution of wealth along

socialist-communistic lines. This call began with Leo XIII (1878-1903) and has been repeated by Pius XI (192
39),JohnXXIll (1958-63),PaulVI (1963-78),JohnPaulll (1978-2006)andby the currentPopeBenedict

XVI. John Paul 1l said, “Private property, in fact, is under a 'social mortgage,' which means that it has an
intrinsically social function, based upon and justified by the principle of the universal destination of goods”
(Encyclical, “Solticitudo Rei Socialis,” Sect. 42). Benedict XVI confirmed this principle in his encyclical entitled
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“God Is Love,” claiming that a share of the community's goods is to be
guaranteed to each person. The Vatican Il Council in the 1960s
maintained the same principle: “If one is in extreme necessity, he has
theright to procurefor himselfwhathe needsout of therichesof
others” (“Gaudium et SpesYyatican Council Il Conciliar and Post
Conciliar Documentspara. 69). The Catholic Church has taught the
citizensof Mexico andelsewherghatthey canenterwealthycountries
illegally to obtain their “rightful” share of the wealth and that they
should be rewarded for doing so. The Bible, on the other hand, teaches
% thatmanis obligatedbeforeGodto work by the sweatof his brow and
3 thatheis worthy of his hire andhastheright to keepthefruit of his
labor and is then obligated Godto use it responsibly and
compassionatelgndthatto takefrom anothernndividual forcefully is
the sin of stealing and to lust after something that belongs to another is
the sin of covetousnes3 he TenCommandmentthusassumeheright
to privateownershipof property.God'sWord teacheghatmenshould
havecompassiomponthe needy,but thatcompassioris to be a matter
PopelLeo Xl wasamongthe first to of free will. Under the Law of Moses if a poor man stole because he
advocatethe universal ownership of S
goods. washungry,hewasnot thereinjustified. He wasto restoreseven-fold
andif hewasunableto makerestitutionhewasto besoldfor his theft
(Prov.6:30-31;Exodus22:3). God'sWord alsosaysthathe thatdoesnot work shouldnot eat,andthatthose
who live in moral debauchery are to be punished and not rewarded. The right to forcefully “redistribute wealth
is aright thatgovernmentfiavetakenthemthemselvesn thesdastdaysin preparatiorfor therise of the
antichrist,andthe governmentoesnot useits powerto redistributewealthfor godly purposedut oftento
reward sloth and dissolution. Socialists use the government to do their alleged good deeds with other people’
money.The Vatican,by theway, is hypocriticalin this asin mostthings.If “needy” mobswereto forcetheir
way into St. Peter'sandtakeall of thegold andsilver andrareart, the popewould cry foul theft! For moreon
this see“PapalPromotionof CollectiveOwnershipandTheft,” by former CatholicpriestRichardBennett,
http://www.bereanbeacon.org/Papal_Economics.pdf (though we disagree fervently with his idea that the
CatholicChurch*went apostatet the Council of Trentin 1546").

BAGHDAD CHRISTIANS TERRORIZED, FLEEING

Friday ChurchNewsNotes,July 6, 2007,
http://lwww.wayoflife.org

The following is excerpted from a report in thewish
World ReviewJune 14, 2007, entitled “Is Islam
Incompatiblewith DemocracyDecency? Thereport
usestheterm“Christian” to describeanytype of
Christian,andthe groupsthat predominaten thatpart
of the world are Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodo
“An al-Qaida-affiliated insurgent group is giving _
Christiansin Baghdada starksetof options:Convertto =
Islam, marryyour daughtergo our fighters,payan
Islamic tax or leave with only the clothes on your bac
A U.S. military official said American force became
awareof thethreatsonly lastmonthandnow have




erected barriers around the largest Christian enclave in Baghdad's Dora neighborhood in an effort to protect it
residentsChristiansn Baghdadefuseto discusghethreatsfor fearof retribution.But in Syria,where

thousands of Iraqi Christians have fled, tales abound of families that were killed or driven from their homes
becauseheyeitherrefusedor couldn'tafford to paythejizya, atax usuallylevied on non-Muslimmenof

military age ... Irag long had been home to thriving Christian communities, primarily Assyrians and Chaldean
Catholics, who trace their roots to ancient Mesopotamia. Some of Saddam Hussein's closest confidants were
Christian, including his foreign minister, Tarik Aziz. Christian communities were prominent in many major Iraqi
cities, including Mosul in the north and Basra in the south. Baghdad had major Christian enclaves in the centr:
neighborhood of Karada, the eastern mostly Shiite neighborhood of New Baghdad and nearby al-Ghadir and t
notorious Sunni-dominated Doura in the capital's south. As Iraq has descended into chaos, however, many
Christians have fled, joining an estimated 2.2 million exiles, including 1.4 million Iragis now estimated to be
living in Syria. ... A Christian Iraqi legislator estimated Tuesday that a half-million Christians have fled Iraq sinc
2004.”

VINEYARD CHURCHES ON THE ENVIRONMENTALIST
BANDWAGON

Friday ChurchNewsNotes,July 6, 2007, http://www.wayoflife.org F
Vineyard churches have jumped on the environmentalist bandwagon with botlf S a aen o il
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A Tending the Garden conference held last July at the Vineyard church in Boi ~
Idaho, focused on “environmental stewardship.” Speakers included Calvin De :
co-founder of the Evangelical Environmental Network, and Peter lllyn, director d
Restoring Eden. Tri Robinson, senior pastor of the Vineyard church at Boise, -'h
author of “Saving God's Green Earth.” Also speaking at the conference was B
Waggoner, national director of the Association of Vineyard Churches. The Vin! e{]
churches are also at the forefront of rock worship and produce much of the m_.
usedin interdenominationatontemporaryraise.The Lord JesusChrist
emphasizethe GreatCommissionn Matthew?28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John20, and
Acts 1, and there is not a hint in this Commission about environmental
stewardshipThebookof Acts recordsthe ministriesof the Lord'sapostlesand
their concern was for the saving of souls rather than the saving of the earth.
incredible spiritual blindness has taken over modern “evangelicalism”!

NBEV R-RAD CHRISHNIA
MEN'SMOVEMENT

Friday ChurchNewsNotes,July 6, 2007, http://www.wayoflife.org
The following is fromFoundationmagazine, January-March 2007: “Called

GodMen,the movementattemptgo 'createa worshipplacefor menthat

looks nothing like church,' in which men can come together and discuss their
questions and struggles in a safe environment without being judged or feeling
condemned. Hosted by comedian, author and actor Brad Stein, each GodMen event, according to promotion:
material, is 'more powerful, raw, and real than any other men's event; a place to explore issues like fear, isolat
numbnessaimlessnesgornographypassivityandmore;an opportunityto discusssensitivesubjectswithout
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using sugar coated or safe church language; a chance to celebrate the masculine spirit." The GodMen website
explains the difference between GodMen and Promise Keepers, an alternative movement for men: 'We're ver
different. We include elements that are deemed dangerous and even wrong by traditional standards.' Another
differencebetweenGodMenandPromiseKeeperss the age-restrictethatureof GodMen.All GodMenevents

are restricted to men at least 15 years old (some require a 17-year age limit) due to the explicit and mature
subject matter often discussed. In 2007, GodMen events are scheduled to convene in six U.S. cities and inclu
preachers, comedians, rock bands, illusionists and authors.”

THE LAW OF THY MOTHER

Friday ChurchNewsNotes,July 6, 2007, http://www.wayoflife.org
“My son,keepthy father'scommandmentandforsakenot thelaw of thy mother” (Proverbs:20). Both the

father's and the mother's law is to be heeded. Both parents should be involved in the training of children, and
they should be in harmony before the children as far as instruction and discipline, and both should be honore
Mothersshouldnot be despisedneitherby childrennor by fathersnor by churchesTheyhaveanimportant

role in the training of the next generation. Timothy's mother and grandmother trained him in the Scriptures (2
Tim. 1:5; 3:15). The mother is mentioned 14 times in Proverbs, and the last chapter concludes with a mother'
prophecy(Prov.31:1).Childrenthatdo not honortheir mothersandkeeptheir Bible-basedaws arefoolish

children. It is the foolish son who despises his mother (Prov. 15:20) and causes her heaviness (Prov. 10:1) al
chases her away (Prov. 19:26) and curses her (Prov. 20:20) and robs her (Prov. 28:24) and does not bless h:
(Prov.30:11).Themotheris notto bedespise@venwhensheis old (Prov.23:22),andthosewho despisdheir
mothers will be judged (Prov. 30:17). “When the mother was grown old we may suppose the children to be
grownup; butlet themnot think themselvepastbeingtaught,evenby her,but ratherrespecherthe morefor

the multitude of her years and the wisdom which they teach. Scornful and insolent young men and women wi
make a jest, it may be, of the good advice of an aged mother, and think themselves not concerned to heed wt
an old woman says; but such will have a great deal to answer for another day, not only as having set at noug
good counsel, but as having slighted and grieved a good mother” (Matthew Henry).

CONCLUSION': Friendsin Christ,do not bediscouragedy any of this. It is God'swill thatwe know the
times(1 Ch.12:32;Mat. 16:3)andthatwe beaswise asserpentandharmlessasdoves.Thesethingsremind
usthatthehouris very late,andwe needto bereadyfor the comingof theLord. Are you surethatyou areborn
again?Are youliving for Christday by day?“And that,knowingthetime, thatnowit is high time to awakeout

of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let
thereforecastoff the works of darknessandlet us puton the armourof light. Let uswalk honestly asin the
day;notin rioting anddrunkennessjotin chamberingandwantonnessjotin strife andenvying.But putye on
theLord Jesu<Christ,andmakenot provisionfor theflesh,to fulfil theluststhereof’(Rom.13:11-14).This
materialis sentonly to thosewho personallysubscribdo the FundamentaBaptistinformationServicelist. To
SUBSCRIBE or UNSUBSCRIBE or CHANGE ADDRESSES go to
http://www.wayoflife.org/fbis/subscribe.htmlVay of Life Literature,P.O.Box 610368,PortHuron,MI 48061,
866-295-4143, fons@wayoflife.org. David Cloud is the director of Way of Life Literature and author of the
Friday ChurchNewsNotes.



